
INDIANA EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES COMMISSION

Title: Interpretation of IC 16-18-2-33.5 and 836 IAC 1-1-1, "use of mechanical breathing devices" in the term
"basic life support"

Date: December 31, 2013

Purpose: To clarify the scope of the phrase "use of mechanical breathing devices" in the definition of "basic life
support".

Interpretation: The Emergency Medical Services Commission interprets this rule as follows:

The phrase "use of mechanical breathing devices" in the definition of "basic life support" with respect to
ventilators is limited to the use of automatic transport ventilators that only allow adjustment of rate, tidal volume,
and inspiratory time (for adult vs. pediatric settings).

Any ventilator that exceeds the limitations of adjustment of rate, tidal volume, and inspiratory time (for adult
vs. pediatric settings) shall be considered a multiple feature ventilator, and its use shall be considered specialty
care transport at the paramedic level. Any interfacility transportation of a patient whose care requires a multiple
feature ventilator shall be conducted only with a multiple feature ventilator unless, in the event that a multiple
feature ventilator is not immediately available and in the opinion of the transferring physician, delaying the
transportation of the patient until a multiple feature ventilator can be obtained would create a risk of harm to the
patient.
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